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Moving appliances can be a daunting task, whether you’re relocating to a new home or simply 
rearranging your current space. The process requires careful planning, proper techniques, and the right 
tools to ensure that your appliances are moved and stored safely without damage. This guide will provide 
you with a detailed approach to safely moving and storing various types of appliances, ensuring they 
remain functional and in good condition.

Understanding Your Appliances

1.1 Types of Appliances

Appliances can generally be categorized as:

• Major Appliances: These include refrigerators, washing machines, dryers, ovens, and 
dishwashers. 

• Small Appliances: Items such as microwaves, toasters, blenders, and coffee makers fall into this 
category. 

Each type of appliance has unique characteristics and requirements for moving and storage.

1.2 Components to Consider

Understanding the components of each appliance helps in preparing them for transport:

• Electrical Systems: Most major appliances have complex wiring and electronics. 
• Mechanical Parts: Many appliances contain moving parts that can be damaged if not handled 

properly. 
• Weight and Size: Larger appliances require more muscle and specific techniques to move safely. 

Preparing for the Move

2.1 Gather Necessary Supplies

Before you start moving appliances, gather the following supplies:

• Dolly or Hand Truck: Essential for transporting heavy appliances. 
• Moving Blankets: Protects appliances from scratches and dents during transit. 
• Packing Tape: Secures doors and drawers to prevent them from opening. 
• Bubble Wrap or Foam: Provides extra cushioning for delicate components. 
• Tools: Screwdrivers, pliers, and wrenches may be needed for disassembly. 

2.2 Read the Manuals

Before moving any appliance, consult the user manuals for specific instructions regarding transport. Look 
for sections on moving and installation, which may include details about disconnecting water lines or 
electrical components safely.
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2.3 Prepare Your Space

Plan the layout of both your current and new spaces:

• Clear Pathways: Remove obstacles, such as furniture or decorative items, to create a clear path 
for moving. 

• Measure Doorways and Hallways: Ensure your appliances can fit through all doorways and 
hallways during the move. 

• Identify Parking Areas: Designate areas for the moving truck or vehicle to park close to entry 
points. 

Moving Major Appliances

3.1 Refrigerators

Preparation Steps

1. Empty the Refrigerator: Remove all food items and drinks. Consider using coolers to keep 
perishable items fresh during the move. 

2. Unplug the Appliance: Disconnect it from the power source. Allow it to defrost at least 24 hours 
prior to moving. 

3. Secure Loose Parts: Remove shelves, crisper drawers, and other detachable items, packing them 
separately to avoid breakage. 

4. Wrap the Refrigerator: Use moving blankets to cover the exterior, securing them with packing 
tape. 

Moving Process

1. Use a Dolly: Tilt the refrigerator back onto the dolly, securing it with straps. 
2. Navigate Carefully: Move slowly, avoiding sharp corners and inclines. 
3. Transport Upright: Always keep the refrigerator upright during transport to prevent compressor 

oil from leaking. 

3.2 Washing Machines and Dryers

Preparation Steps

1. Disconnect Water Supply: Turn off the water supply valves and detach hoses carefully. 
2. Drain Hoses: Ensure all water is drained from hoses and the drum. 
3. Secure Doors: Tape the lid or door shut to prevent it from opening during transport. 
4. Wrap and Secure: Use moving blankets and strapping to protect the machine’s surface. 

Moving Process

1. Lift with Care: Use a dolly to lift the machine, tilting it slightly for balance. 
2. Position Securely: Ensure it’s secure on the dolly and navigate carefully. 
3. Transport Vertically: Maintain the washing machine’s upright position throughout the move. 

3.3 Ovens and Stoves

Preparation Steps

1. Turn Off Power/Gas Supply: Disconnect the appliance from the gas line or unplug it if it’s 
electric. 

2. Remove Racks and Accessories: Take out any removable parts to avoid damage. 



3. Clean the Appliance: Before moving, clean spills and residues to prevent messes during 
transport. 

4. Protect Surfaces: Wrap with moving blankets and tape. 

Moving Process

1. Use a Dolly: Employ a dolly designed for heavy appliances, positioning it underneath the stove. 
2. Keep Level: Maintain an even balance to avoid tipping as you move. 
3. Secure During Transport: Make sure it is strapped securely in the moving vehicle to prevent 

shifting. 

3.4 Dishwashers

Preparation Steps

1. Disconnect Water Lines: Turn off the water supply and unplug the electrical connection. 
2. Remove Lower Rack and Spray Arm: Detach any loose parts to prevent damage. 
3. Clean Before Moving: Empty and clean out any remaining debris inside the dishwasher. 
4. Wrap for Protection: Cover with a moving blanket and secure it with tape. 

Moving Process

1. Tilt Carefully: Use a dolly for support, tilting slightly while ensuring balance. 
2. Maintain Upright Position: Keep the dishwasher upright to avoid leaks. 

Moving Small Appliances

4.1 General Preparation for Small Appliances

1. Unplug and Empty: Always unplug and empty contents from small appliances like microwaves, 
toasters, and blenders. 

2. Clean Thoroughly: Remove crumbs, spills, and residues to prevent odors and mess. 
3. Wrap Individually: Use bubble wrap or towels to protect smaller appliances during transport. 
4. Pack in Boxes: Place small appliances in sturdy boxes with cushioning material to absorb shocks. 

4.2 Specific Guidelines for Select Appliances

Microwaves

• Remove Turntable: Take out the turntable and wrap it separately. 
• Secure the Door: Use tape to keep the door closed during transport. 

Coffee Makers

• Empty and Clean: Ensure all water is drained and the machine is free from residue. 
• Wrap Cord: Securely wrap the cord to avoid tangling or damage. 

Toasters and Blenders

• Detachable Parts: Pack blades and removable components separately. 
• Box and Cushion: Use a well-cushioned box for fragile components. 



Storing Appliances Safely

5.1 Cleaning Before Storage

Regardless of the appliance, cleaning before storage is essential:

• Deep Clean: Ensure the appliance is thoroughly cleaned inside and out. 
• Dry Completely: Avoid mold and mildew by ensuring everything is dry before storing. 

5.2 Choosing a Storage Location

Selecting an appropriate storage area is crucial for maintaining your appliances:

• Climate-Controlled Environment: Opt for indoor storage where temperature and humidity levels 
are stable. 

• Avoid Damp Areas: Steer clear of basements or attics that can become excessively humid or 
cold. 

5.3 Proper Packing Techniques

1. Wrap Appliances: Use moving blankets or bubble wrap to shield against dust and scratches. 
2. Seal with Tape: Use packing tape to secure wrapping materials. 
3. Use Shelving: If possible, store appliances on shelving rather than directly on the ground to avoid 

moisture absorption. 

5.4 Organizing Stored Appliances

1. Label Everything: Clearly label boxes and indicate what appliances are inside. 
2. Stack Wisely: When stacking boxes, place heavier items on the bottom to avoid crushing lighter 

items. 
3. Accessibility: Arrange appliances so that frequently used items are easily accessible. 

Safety Considerations

6.1 Personal Safety

• Use Proper Lifting Techniques: Bend at the knees, keep your back straight, and lift with your 
legs. 

• Get Help When Needed: Don’t hesitate to ask for assistance when moving heavy appliances. 

6.2 Equipment Safety

• Check for Damage: Inspect appliances for damage before moving and document any pre-existing 
issues. 

• Ensure Stability: Secure appliances in vehicles to prevent movement during transport. 

Common Mistakes to Avoid

7.1 Neglecting Removal of Cords

Always detach power cords and hoses before moving appliances. Leaving them attached can lead to 
damage or accidents.



7.2 Overloading Vehicles

Do not overload your vehicle with appliances. This not only makes transportation difficult but also 
increases the risk of accidents.

7.3 Ignoring User Manuals

User manuals often contain important information about moving and storing appliances. Neglecting this 
information can lead to mistakes or damage.

7.4 Failing to Measure Spaces

Always measure doorways, hallways, and the appliance itself before attempting to move. This avoids 
awkward situations where an appliance cannot fit through a passage.

Conclusion
Moving and storing appliances doesn’t have to be a stressful endeavor if approached methodically. By 
understanding your appliances, preparing adequately, and following safe moving practices, you can 
ensure that your appliances remain in excellent condition throughout the process. Remember that regular 
maintenance and care can extend the life of your appliances, making them a worthwhile investment in 
your home.

With the right knowledge and techniques, you’ll achieve a successful move or storage experience, 
allowing you to enjoy your appliances for years to come.
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